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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to Application filed 01/14/2004, benefit from foreign priority 
EPO 03000899 filed 1/16/2003. 

2. Claims 1-2 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 9 and 10 are independent 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter for the reason set forth below: 

Regarding claims 1-9 set forth functional descriptive material but fail to produce a 
Practical Application Result 

Claims 1-9 features, " Method of assigning a first absolute time value " Which produces 

a data structure, however it is not practical, since the claimed limitation fail to produce Practical 
Application That Produces a Useful and Tangible Result two of the three tests of 35 U.S.C. § 101 
(i.e. Practical Application That Produces a Useful. Concrete, and Tangible Result ), thus the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter (see Claims pages 8-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weaver et 
al. US006578070B1 filed 07/13/1999 (hereinafter Weaver). 

In regard to independent claim 1, Method of assigning a first absolute time value to 
an entry point, wherein the entry point is located at a first position in a data stream 
sequence, (see Weaver at co. 19, lines 15-20), discloses absolute time values are supported by 
storing an absolute time value that corresponds to the "zero" relative time value (i.e. "zero" 
relative time value of a data stream would have been an various variant of the entry point is 
located at a first position in a data stream as claimed, to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made), 

and the data stream having data packets with relative time stamps, (see Weaver at 
co. 19, lines 5-15), discloses tag information includes timestamp information for each of the 
frames in the corresponding content data. For the purposes of decoding, the timestamp 
information typically represents time relative to the beginning of a feed (i.e. the "presentation 
time"), and is mapped to the byte offset in the content file of the frame that corresponds to that 
presentation time, 

Weaver does not explicitly teach, said method including the steps of: providing a 
second absolute time value for a second position of the data stream sequence, determining 
the absolute time value for the entry point based on the second absolute time value and the 
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relative time stamps of data packets between the first and second positions, however (see 
Weaver at col. 19, lines 25-55), discloses the timestamp values "wrap" and begin again at zero, 
wherein the transport formats of digital video provide a fixed number of bits (e.g. 33 bits) to 
represent timestamps. For continuous feed environments, the relative timestamp values will 
inevitably reach numbers that cannot be represented by the number of bits available in the 
transport format. When this occurs, the timestamp values "wrap" and begin again at zero. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have reads the timestamp values "wrap" and begin again at zero, wherein 
the transport formats of digital video provide a fixed number of bits (e.g. 33 bits) to represent 
timestamps. For continuous feed environments, the relative timestamp values will inevitably 
reach numbers that cannot be represented by the number of bits available in the transport format. 
When this occurs, the timestamp values "wrap" and begin again at zero of Weaver's teaching as 
an various variant of second absolute time value for a second position of the data stream 
sequence, determining the absolute time value for the entry point based on the second absolute 
time value and the relative time stamps of data packets between the first and second positions. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify this combination, because 
the timestamp values "wrap" and begin again at zero is resulting from comparing between the 
previous absolute time values and the current absolute time values to a fixed number of bits (e.g. 
33 bits) to represent timestamps of the receiving MPEG file from the stream server and therefore, 
when a client specifies playback from an absolute time, the absolute time value associated with 
"zero" is subtracted from the specified absolute time value to yield a relative time value. The 
relative time value is then used by stream server to identify the appropriate tag information, and 
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the tag information is used by stream server to cause video pump to begin sending content from 
the appropriate location in the content file utilizing the timestamp values "wrap" (see Weaver at 
col. 19 lines 5-55). 

In regard to independent claim 9, is directed to computer program product for 
implementing the method of claim 1 which cited above, and is similarly rejected under the same 
rationale. 

In regard to independent claim 10, is directed to electronic device for implementing the 
method of claim 1 which cited above, and is similarly rejected under the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 2, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as cited 
in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale, 

including the step of generating a table comprising entry points of at least first and 
second data stream sequences, (see Weaver at col. 7, lines 40-55). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as cited 
in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale, 

including the steps: receiving first and second data stream sequences; providing 
second absolute time values for said first and said second data stream sequences; using said 
second absolute time values of said first data stream sequence to determine the first 
absolute time value of a first entry point of said first data stream sequence; using said 
second absolute time value of said second data stream sequence to determine the first 
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absolute time value of a second entry point of said second data stream sequence, (see 
Weaver at co. 19, lines 5-55). 

In regard to dependent claim 4, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as cited 

in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the same 

rationale, 

wherein said second absolute time value is received as part of the data stream 
sequence, (see Weaver at col. 19, lines 25-55 and col. 7, lines 30-35), discloses the timestamp 
values "wrap" and begin again at zero, wherein the transport formats of digital video provide a 
fixed number of bits (e.g. 33 bits) to represent timestamps. For continuous feed environments, 
the relative timestamp values will inevitably reach numbers that cannot be represented by the 
number of bits available in the transport format. When this occurs, the timestamp values "wrap" 
and begin again at zero, and sequence of transport package. 

In regard to dependent claims 5-6, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as 

cited in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the 

same rationale, 

wherein said second absolute time value is received via a separate channel and 
wherein said separate channel is a teletext or Internet channel, (see Weaver at col. 4, lines 
60-65), discloses Audio-visual information delivery system 100 generally includes an encoder 
101, a video server 106, a Media Data Store (MDS) 1 12, a database 1 16, a stream server 1 18, a 
video pump 120, and a client 122 and (see Weaver at col. 16, line55 through col. 17, line 5), 
discloses broadcast over a digital channel. 
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In regard to dependent claim 7, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as cited 
in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale, 

the relative timestamps being MPEG-type timestamps, (see Weaver at col. , lines 5- 
15), discloses MPEG-1, MPEG-2 and indicator of video access points, timestamp. 

In regard to dependent claim 8, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as cited 
in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale, 

the data stream being a DVR, DVD or DVB-type data stream, (see Weaver at col. 16, 
line55 through col. 17, line 5), discloses broadcast over a digital channel. 

In regard to dependent claim 11, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 8 above, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 12, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 1 above, and further view of the following, and is similarly rejected along the 
same rationale, 

further including means for editing of first and second data stream sequences by 
making reference to an absolute time axis, (see Weaver at col. 19, line5-25), discloses an 
example wherein a user would want to request playback beginning at Jan. 21, 1997 16:30:23, 
rather than beginning at 5,345,789.76 seconds from the time a station began broadcasting, since 
absolute time values are supported by storing an absolute time value that corresponds to the 
"zero" relative time value. Therefore, when a client specifies playback from an absolute time, the 
absolute time value associated with "zero" is subtracted from the specified absolute time value to 
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yield a relative time value, wherein the relative time value is then used by stream server 1 18 to 
identify the appropriate tag information, and the tag information is used by stream server 1 1 8 to 
cause video pump 120 to begin sending content from the appropriate location in the content file 
134, using broadest interpretation the Examiner reads the above as a various inherent of editing 
of first and second data stream sequences by making reference to an absolute time axis as 
claimed (i.e. in order for the client to specifies playback from some instant of an absolute time, 
would have to inherent some type of editing and displaying to the client so that the specifies 
playback from an absolute time could be executed, to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sull et al US 20050193425A1 issued 09/01/2005 

Veltman US005396497A issued 03/07/1995 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4103. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 4:30 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Herndon R. Heather can be reached on (571) -272-4136. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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